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Orientation and Justice and the State:

1. In considering the nature of justice in society, what is the relationship of justice to political philosophy?

2. How might this question relate to American homeland security policies?

3. How does the concept of justice go beyond the mere question of punishing individuals for “bad” behavior?

4. What are the three important questions regarding political philosophy?

a. _____________________________

b. _____________________________

c. _____________________________

5. What are the best qualities of people?

6. Why do these human qualities apply to the state?

7. What are the three moral questions that people ask of the state?

a. _____________________________

b. _____________________________

c. _____________________________

8. What makes the existence of the “state” so important to the lives of people?

9. How does this compare to other influences on the lives of individuals?

10. What do anarchists believe?

Social Contract Theory and Natural Rights:

11. What is social contract theory?

12. What was the condition of man before the existence of states?
13. How do the beliefs of the individual influence the creation of the state?

14. What can we learn from this?

15. The answer to the first two of the  three questions:

a. ___________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________
16. Who was John Locke?

17. What are natural rights?

18. What are some examples of natural rights?

19. Using one of these rights provide an explanation as to how we know that this is a “natural right”.

20. If they are in fact natural, what must be true?

21. Where have philosophers traditionally believed these rights came from?

22. How does the Declaration of Independence reflect this?

23. How does this conflict with how Americans tend to view their rights such as free speech, freedom of religion, etc?

24. Why does Mr. Lopez have a problem with this traditional way that Americans view their rights?

25. Why has the notion as to where natural rights originate changing and why might this “evolutionary change” possibly undermine these rights?

26.  Why have states sought to remove God as the origin of natural rights?
27. What did Hobbes believe about natural rights and the state?

28. How did this differ from Locke?

29. What further contribution did Locke make to the idea of social contract theory?

30. Using China and the US, explain how these states view social contract theory.

31. How does the Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution reflect the American perspective?

32. How does China’s government reflect their perspective?

33. How is the concept within the United States changing?

34. What might be the true relationship of the philosophies of Hobbes to Locke?

Transfer of Rights:

35. What can minimize the value of natural rights?

36. How did Locke view the transfer of natural rights?

37. Apply Locke’s philosophy to situations such as Iraq?

38. Why does this pose a dilemma to the US?

39. Under Locke what are the three powers people give to the state?
40. How did Locke view the relationship of people to their government and what does this relationship define?

Limits on the State

41. What moral limit does the state face?

42. What did Locke see as the limits of state power?

43. If states get their powers from the individual, what limits must the state face with regards to its powers?

44. Using the idea of capital punishment, explain this limitation.

45. What does it mean when we say that some rights of the individual such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are unalienable?

46. What were the two reasons why Locke believed some rights were unalienable?

47. The problem Locke saw with regards to Hobbes.

48. What recent Supreme Court decision seems to reflect these ideas of Locke?

49. What did the Supreme Court consider in rendering this decision?

50. Why does Locke believe that the limitations on the power of the state are both clear and reasonable?

51. What is the difference between a pluralistic society and a totalitarian one?

52. What is the difference between a democratic state and an authoritarian one?

53. What is the difference between a capitalist society and a socialist one?

54. What are the three continuums used to explain the nature of a liberal democracy?

