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Part 1 – Key Terms


1. Government:______________________________________________________________


2. Public Policy:_____________________________________________________________


3. Legislative Power:__________________________________________________________


4. Executive Power:___________________________________________________________


5. Judicial Power:_____________________________________________________________


6. Constitution:______________________________________________________________


7. Dictatorship:______________________________________________________________


8. Democracy::______________________________________________________________


9. State:____________________________________________________________________


10. Sovereignity:_____________________________________________________________


11. Autocracy:________________________________________________________________


13. Unitary Government:________________________________________________________


14. Federal Government:________________________________________________________


15. Confederation:_____________________________________________________________


16. Presidential system:_________________________________________________________


17. Parliamentary system:_______________________________________________________


18. Compromise:______________________________________________________________


19. Limited Government:_______________________________________________________


20. Representative government:__________________________________________________


21. Magna Carta:______________________________________________________________



23.Bicameral:_______________________________________________________________


24. Unicameral:_____________________________________________________________


28. Popular sovereignity:_______________________________________________________


29. Natural Rights:____________________________________________________________


30. Social Contract Theory:_____________________________________________________

31. What are the five requirements for statehood?


a._____________________________


b._____________________________


c._____________________________


d._____________________________


e._____________________________

32. What is the world’s smallest state?

33. What are the four theories on the origin of that state?

a._____________________________
b._______________________


c._____________________________
d._______________________

34. According to the United States Constitution, what are the purposes of Government?


a._____________________________


b._____________________________


c._____________________________


d._____________________________

             e.____________________________

35. How are the purposes of government outlined in contemporary constitutions such as Spain’s (1978) different from that of the US? 
36. How can we divide different governments based upon who actually holds authority?
37. What are the three ways that power can be distributed geographically?


a._____________________________


b._____________________________


c._____________________________

38. What are examples of each of these three types of governments?


a._____________________________


b._____________________________


c._____________________________

39. What is a Head of State?

40. What is a Head of Government?

41. What is a Presidential system of government and what is the relationship of its executive to 
its legislature?

42. What are examples of a Presidential system?

43. Who is the Head of State and the Head of Government in a Presidential system?

44. How are the Heads of State/Governments in Presidential systems chosen?

45. What is a parliamentary system of government and what is the relationship of its executive 
to its legislature?

46. What are examples of Parliamentary systems of government?

47. What are the two types of Parliamentary governments?

48. Who is the Head of State in these systems and how are they chosen?

49. Who is the Head of Governments in Parliamentary systems and how are they chosen?

50. What is the “Prime Minister's Questions” in Britain and Canada an example of this 
relationship?

51. Why can it be argued that Parliamentary systems care more “democratic”?

52. What is the principle advantage of a Presidential system over one that is Parliamentary?

53. Why does the President of the United States have an advantage when meeting with the 
European Heads of Government?

54. Why does a monarch such as  the King of Spain have an advantage in terms of public popularity in comparison to the President of the United States?

55. Why does the Prime Minister of Spain (Spain's Head of Government) bring the King of 
Spain to conferences attended by the leaders of Central and South America?

56. Where does “compromise” occur in the American system?

57. Where does “compromise” occur in the Spanish system of government?

58. What are the four characteristics of the American “capitalistic” mixed economic system?

a._____________________________
b._______________________


c._____________________________
d._______________________

59. What are the five basic notions that are the foundation of American Democracy? (p18)


a._____________________________


b._____________________________


c._____________________________


d._____________________________

            e._____________________________

60. What are some of the contributions of the internet to American Democracy?

61. What are the three basic concepts of American Government? 

a._____________________________


b._____________________________


c._____________________________


61 Why are important landmark documents of English history including the Magna Carta   important to American Democracy?

62. What was the important question that the colonies had to answer after the American 
Revolution?

63. What were the Articles of Confederation?

64. Why did the colonies favor a confederation system of government?

65. What were the important weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?

a._____________________________


b._____________________________


c._____________________________


d._____________________________

            e._____________________________

66. What was Shay's Rebellion?

67. Why did Shay's Rebellion lead to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia?

68. Why did the delegates at the convention decide to write a new Constitution rather than 
simply amend the articles of Confederation?

69. Why did the Convention select a federal system rather than a unitary one?

70. Who were the Federalists and Anti-federalists?

71. Which Americans were typically federalists?

72. Which Americans were typically anti-federalists?

73. What advantages did the Federalists have during the ratification process?


a._____________________________


b._____________________________


c._____________________________


d._____________________________

74. How did the debate over ratification establish the two party system in the US?

75. Why did the Federalists agree to support the Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to the 
Constitution?

76. Why did the nation delay implementing the Constitution even after nine states had ratified it

                 it?

77. Who is considered the father of the Constitution?

78. Which issues divided the Convention?

79. What were the principle proposes for representation in Congress?

80. What was the Great Compromise at the Convention?

81. Why was having a two house legislature not so unique?

82. What was the 3/5ths Compromise?

81. Why can it be argued that counting slaves as a fraction of a person was ultimately beneficial to the abolitionist movement? 


82. What is an important difference between the US Constitution and Contemporary 
Constitutions adopted by democratic nations such as the Spanish Constitution?

83. What are the two types of Constitutions utilized by nations?

84. What is the Constitution in a nation with an “unwritten” Constitution such as Great Britain?
85. Why is America a Constitutional Republic and not a democracy?

